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ESSEX RADUM Orange police cracking down 
on plague of abandoned cars EPA unveils remedial plan for homes 

By CAllYL L LUCAS 
ne federal EnriroameDtal PnuctJon A,-:,

(EPA) lut llipt •ltMM!DCNI a remedial � to GCI• 
vale tile IDOlt lllpl:, ndlum-tG1t1mlna� i,ropertlel 
in three Eaex Cowit:, towm. atreautc four lloiatdair 
bomes would be treated u priority mm, offlciaJI 
laid. 

William llaaylllkl. acua, EPA� admln­
lstralor aid Lbe overall pla!l offers a cwtombed 
solution" for Lbe 747 prlvately-oned DrODel'tlel af. 
fected by radium-eontaminated soil in lloatclalr, 
West 0ran&e and Glen Ridge. 

"We plan to wen ckiltly wilh lndividaal f1mi. 
lies to move WI DWl a1oog II IOOD u �" be 
111d, estimatlll& tbt compiebemive p1u would aet 
under way wlUiln a year. 

EPA representatives last Dilbt introdllc:td a 
number of solutloal, includlDg a slide presentation Oil• tbe plan � DUbllc beariilp in tllille tonL TIie
agency today irlU besin mallillg Us latest plan of
actioa to homeowners whole properda are deslpat­
ed wilhin Lhe 1uperf 11Dd lwanloua wute cleanip
sites. .

In MontcJair, M= met witll some 75 om­
claJs and resldelltl, OU alternatl.ves to elean up
Lbe core of tbe towmhlp'1 r,cliunHalnled IOil locateil
in the vic1nlty of Nilbtwie Road. 

MuszYDSk.l noted tbe state �t of Envi•
ronmentaf Protectlon (DEP), durilil tbe last 5 years
ran into problems. in excavating soil beneath bomes
in Ule area. "Our plan takes in account ex�
they bad,"· be said. "We tried to learn from their
experiences." 

Of Lbe 239 MoatcJair propertiel studied by tbe
EPA. 172 contained radium cootaminatlon, accord·
Ing to a report Issued last DigbL And, tbe coatalninl•
Uon at 75 properties e1ceed the standard health
guidelines.

Under tile plan, tbe EPA bas grou� � 
in five categories based on the levels of radon and 
gamma radiaUoo, and full eicavaUon II � at 
23 sites-Including Lhe four Montclair homes wlaere 

resideall bave beea dilpllced. 1'hele propertJea are 
lfOIDld in cateaorY one. 
- l>laal aJlo call for partJaJ acavatloa for proper­
ties in tlle otller cateaoriel. TIie EPA will Ulltal1 a 
state«-tlle-art coetrol ayatem to capture radae gas 
before it eaten a house de:IJpated In tllale croupa. 
offlciaJI said. 

ID addition to tbe 
�

ud ven-
tilation �- remediation at in po1p tJiree ud fOID' iDcludes ,oU and moaitort.q 
of radon and pmma radiation. Properties tbat meet 
bealtla 18d cleanup IWldardl are in P.IUP five. 

nue molt of tbe officials were pleased wltb tbe 
fall escavatioD for IJ'OUP one lites. die molt serioally 
contaminated ]lfOJlfflles, some es� coacern 
about tbe EPA'• plan to remove two feet of cootaml• 
nated soil and tiurylog It deeper on properties in 
� two or three. 

"WW. tbe aew loploil act II a lbleld apJnst tbe 
radon two ,em from now?" uked Coanctlm•n W­
ur � II be qaestioned EPA represeatatives 
00 bealtti hazards. 

Samuel PlDurd, cba1rmu of the Moatcla1r Ra­
diaUoa Tut Force, said be. too, was coacerned about 
loog-term effects of the radium-colltamited soil. 

"Tb1I plan II tbe first � ID a laag procea." be 
said, in support of tbe EPA's plan to piioritia tbe 
lour = Montclair families. "Bul we are al• 
readr ta about 10 years of eiposure." 

P said be ls concerned about ingestion and 
wants to see the EPA improve categories two, three 
and four. He aJlo critldzed the aew ventilation tedli· 
ques, saJinl tbe soil outside homes with these devices 
wW still coatain c:ootamlnated elements. 

Mayor Clifford Lindholm. however, praised tbe 
EPA's new efforts. 

"I tbinlt the EPA bas come a� way ID ad­
dressing coocerns relative to our radon Issue," said 
Llndbolin, IUllni residents affected to take advan­
tage of the EPA'i plan.• Starting tomorrow, Lhe EPA will bold public 
sessions on tbe plan at a trailer at tbe comer of Oat 
Street behind Nlsbuane Part in Montclair. 

By IEVIN DILWORTH clfs tile municipality bas towed otl aueeta. 
CobberU said be ii bewildered

=
people don't avoid Before you abandon your car in Orange, take notice, court, fines and perba jail by sim y payi.Jlg a i.owi.ng warned Pollie Director 0larles Cobbertt yesterday. firm •10 to uo to ba:r their b bulks to a junk• You could be lslued a motor veblcle IUDUDOIII, ordered • ... 

to
to •� �ft�pal court, fined SIOO to $500, Jailed up yard." Abandoned car owners are going to find It very. very90 clays -.. uave )'Ollr driver's Ucense revobd, lie noted. embmulng when police come knockln& on tbe door of theirArmffd wltb arrest warrants, munidpal police yester- bomes. bringing them out ID handcuffs and place them inday were searching for resldeots Victor BaroleU.e of Taylor 1.,11 .. be .-,_.; .... Street; Susan McCree of 0lriltopber Strett; Clayton Moore ,.... coa-of Norlh Eaex Aveaue and Dory MorlAIG of WillOD Place U tbat ii wllat people •� flaunt the law wut, �t .• 

Also being SOU&bt were Albert Malette Jr of Webster Place euctly ii wllat tbe OraD&e Police DepartJnenl and mwucs• 
in � Q!ange; Jeanette Thomas of South JStb Street in f:!o court will g!ve.� Cobbertt said. "It's going to cause
Newark; Eu&a S. = of Summer Street in Puaaic �f::�eigbt persoas being sought ignored MCent and Deborah Talley of Street in Teaneck. summonses to appear in municipal court, siJ other aban· 

Tbe eipt abaodooed car owners are lldly mistaken if doned car owners did show up. They were eacb slapped with 
they think they can leave their problemed autos in the 12· fmes. 
aquare-mlle city and just forget about them, Cobbertt inlist· CobberU aid Orange residents Jerrilyn Freeman of 
ed. Higllland Avenue and Ammie Simi of Tremoct Avenue were 

Tbe individuals falJed to lbolr up ID court Jut week and flaed II J 5 and $405, rapectively; Roderick Golsby of Shep-
they now face beiDI jailed, be said. herd Street in F.ast Orange paid $1$5; Louis Lu'� of 

AddiUooally, Cobbertt noted, they will not be eligible to Washington Court in Livingston. $115; Pamela Lang of 
drive a week from tomorrow because: have request- River Avenue ID Union, $175; and Thomas Lang or Murray 
ed tbe state �l of Motor V • to take away Street ln Avenel, $11S. 
their driving privileges. According to Cobbertt, the city must auction off most 

"There are more than 100 abaDdooed cars in tbe city of the abandoaed can that it is forced to tow. 
and it is becoming a serious problem,'' CobberU said in ex- The abandoned vehicles are mostly late 19605 lo mid 
plaining the crackdown. 1980s model cars, be said. Usually, the vehicles are sold for 

He noted Lhe city � fl�ed to capacity with vebi- a minimum of $�00 to offset towing or storage costs. 

Adult trial asked in mom killing 
By DIANE CURCIO 

Es.,ex County Prosecu tor Herbert Tate Jr. said yester­
day his office ls asting to bave 16-year-old Jaime Loftus 
tried as an adult for the murder of bis mother. 

Since the youlh's arrest, Bruno bas sought to have him 
released from the Esser Co1111ty Juvenile Detention Center 
in Newark. Bruno said the courts are willing to release bis 
client into the care of a hospital but the prosecutor's office 
bas objected to prospective facilities. 

Room opened after asbestos work 

Tate said a bearing OD the issue ls scheduled for Thurs­
day ln the Family Part division of SUpe_rior Court in New­
ark. Due to the serious nature of the crime and the state's 
belief that Loftus cannot be rehabilitated before be Is 19, 
Tate said be Instructed Lhe chief or his juvenile section, 
ASSistant Prosecutor Patrice Davis to ftle a moUon to bave 
the West Orange teenager waived up for trial 

Loftus, a Seton Hall Prep student, was arrested in 
Pennsylvania on March 7, where be bad fled after, autbori­
ues contend, be strangled his 39-year-old mother, Barbara. 
Her body was discovered by her husband, James, in their 
bedroom. 

Tate said the psychological evaluations requested by 
tbe defense and the prosecution bave been completed and 
will be submitted to Judge 8. Thomas Leahy for a bearing 
this morning. Tate said based on the test results Davis will 
argue that Loftus "presents a danger to both himself and the 
community and should remain in custody." 

The prosecutor said the only alternative to incarcera­
tion at the youth house would be Loftus' admission to a 
fully-secured unit at Elizabetb General Hospital. 

By KEVIN DU.WORTH 
West Orange school officials yesterday reopened an 

elementary school classroom that wu closed after some 
asbestos concerns surfaced Friday, when flaking celling ma­
terial was discovered. 

Asbestos and air quality tests taken Sa�� the
Hazel Avenue School found oegllgible amounts of in 
the celliog and air of a fll'St floor art room and a separate 
"small lmtrucUon area." hilt not enough to pose a bealth 
threat to anyone, Scbools Superintendent James F. Donovan 
said. • 

Donovan noted the questionable stuff-some ceiling 
material that dried after being wet from a roof leak, along 
wilh some unfurled insulating pipe covering ID another loca­
tion-was ordered removed anyway. 

Tbal removal acUon was taken, the sup:lrintendent �
'. • � although the � contents in those two areas
. • was ''well below" the maximum limits establlsbed by the 

federal Environmental Protection Agency. 
• "We assure evel')'�l_le that everything is perfecUy

okay," afftnned Fred Ectlwdt, �pal of tbe K-6 school 
''There's no health danger to any of our children or staff." 

Ecthardt said be was conveying that message in a let­
ter be yesterday asked all 270 pupils at his school to take 
home and give their parents and guardians. 

"There was not enough asbestos present to require us to 

do anything, hilt we decided to take it out anyway,'' said 
Karen Moore, • spokeswoman for tbe school dlstiict. 

"There was never any danger at the scbool, but unfor­
tunately, there was a mlsilnderstandi and a lack of com­
munication about the situation," sbe explained. "Oilldren 
and parents did not understand what ba�" 

Donovan said Atlantic Environmental Inc. ID Dover 
was contracted to take air samples in the art classroom, as 

. well as in three other areas of the school, and the Air Clean 
Inc. firm in Carlstadt removed the material.. 

The air samples taken in the art classroom showed an 
asbestos level of .088, "way under'' the federal govern-
ment's limit of .01, Moore said. , . 

The teenager's attorney, John J. Bruno of Rutberford, 
said yesterday, however, be was "confident we'll keep the 
case m juvenile court where it belongs." 

He said there ls "not one valid reason" to waive up the 
boy. "He bas no prior record. He bas no history of vio­
lence. ll was an intrafamily tragedy and we have a great 
deal of hope for rebablJitaUon." 

Bruno said his client's incarceration bas "caused him 
irreparable damage. "He needs to be in a hospital. He's 
not a threat to himself or society. The state is being unrea· 
sonahle in cbosing a proper facility." The defense attorney 
would have preferred to send Loftus to SL Clare's Hospital 
in Denville. But Davis said St. Clare's does not have a 
locked facillt_)'.. 

Tate said bis office bas also received the autopsy re­
sults from the medical examiner. The autopsy showed the 
mother was strangled. 

After tbe ceiling material was removed, new air sam-
ples showed an asbestos reading level of .002, she added. 1.------------,.,---------.�----------------, 

Tb1s marb the second environmental concern the dis- p • • • • • • .,;-.-•• � ,.,.-· �-·, "�•�...- • • • • • • • • • • • • --..,.-,� 9'•.. ' • • ,-:.: � I trict this year bas bad at the Hazel Avenue school . • ... ., .......... �.,;;• • -..,,. t __..--•·•----s.:�.,,,i� 
About a monlh ago, Donovan noted, the district, as part �- • 

ecJ \ of its periodic testing for lead in the water fountains of all �... Don't be ripP.ing mad if you miss tearing out ';·,'. schools, ordered two or the Ruel Aveoue School's eight • drinking stations turned off alter tests showed umafe lead. .� our coupon that
ll 

.t-· levels in the water. , 
RC NT' •GE 

·• 
Both fountains, he. said, were new. Donovan said the .t gives you a PE E " ,.1 fountains will remain turned off unW officials can deter- • ;\-• mioewberethe lead iscoming from orif itssourcemlgbt be  ·)}. POINT SUBSID:V �I in the soldering plumbers used when they installed the fix. 

(::· 

' I 
f I t� • 
�· 

Bloomfield tables downtown plan ... 

\. on your market rate mortgage payments 
)f: h. for _12 months* PWS $5,000 cash!* ,,; : I '. . .�:� .... ,..,.._-:... . . ..•-!'!'�-;...,-::,..' .II...;. :d-.... ��� ...... �•.,�·---•·�.....,�� .. � .... ·------

. : An ordinance that would create a special improvement 
district in Bloomfield. Center was ta6led for more con­
sideration by the municipal council last nighL 

• : The coiJncil elected" to table a vote on the proposal that 
• • would involve the downtown shopping area on and off
, • Bloomfield Avenue.

Still unsettled is the question of bow much authority the 
council will bave over the down town management corpora­

: lion, a committee &bat will oversee the proposed improve-
• ment district. The coancil seeks to im

CfnE 
the safety and 

• attractiveness of tbe business district stepping up Utter
. cleanup and control, improving and ncreasing parking
• areas and facilities and installing recreation and rest areas.
:. Oppone.nts of the

� 
wbo include former Mayor John 

Kinder, said that f • still basD't been secured for the 
plan and that the council not proceeding logically. 

• • "When yon drafted this ordinaDce, you � the horse
before the cart," Kinder told Lhe coancll. 'Do it right. 
Get a plan. Know what you're getting into-what cfebt 
you're getting into. Think before -,oo adapt." 

The management corporation would consist of seven 
memben. One would be a council member, two would 

•be owners of property in the business district, two would·be
. proprietors or employ� !fhO work in the district and

two would be residents wbO do not reside or own property in 
the districL The council member would serve a one-year 
tenn, while the other members of the councll-ap119inted 
committee would serve three-year terms. 

The ordinance will come up again at the council's April 
17 meeting. . 

In other business, Police Sgt. John P. Zaorski, a 22-year 
veteran of.the force, and Fireman Stevan L Cooper, who 
bas been with Lhe fire department for five years, were pro­
moted. 

Zaomi, who bas been a sergeant for five years, was 
elevated to the rank of lieutenant and will earn an annual 
salary of $47,000. He is one of seven lieutenants on a force 
of 105. He replaces LL Warren Shorter, who toot a special 
assignment beading the police department's communica- . 
lions division. • Cooper became a captain in the fire departmenL He 
will earn an annual salary of $40,000. 

Another ordinance would ellminate the township posi­
tion of public safety directOr, which was created in January 
• 1988 w&en Fire Chief Robert Robert Melllllo retired. Police
Chief John Mc?fJSS was serving in tbe position until Robert 
Basball was hired as tbe new chief in January. The ordi­
nance will get a second bearing at the April 17 meeting. 

Cedar Grove reiects meeting on contract 
. The Cedar Grove Townsbip Council last night rejected 
a � by Thomas P. Havrilat, a �live of the 

• Office Professional Employees International Union, for a
:pnvate meeting on a new contract.

Havriluk ii tbe onion representative negotiating a new 
. ·coutract for the 42 manlclpal workers in the to�_p. 
excluding police, fire and management supervisory offscials, 
who bave.� worting without a contJ:acl since Jan. 1. . 

Mayor Ann Mela's refusal was based on a letter Of 
mediatioa the townsmp was served and the advice of the 
township attorney, Stuart Koenig, who advised the DllfOI" to 
·wait for the stilHmdetermine inedi.atloa date to begin ne-
• gcitiating. Havrilak has said the anion would prefer to con­
duct the negotiations without a mediator. - -.

Havriluk said be and Attorney Bruce Uder have 15 
proposals they will not make public yeL The proposals 
address what the union feels is ail unstable previous con­
tract, which Cedar Grove council wants to reinstate, as 
well as an unsatisfactory salary structiJre, the lack of tenure 
benefits and a resultant high turnover rate, Havrllut said. 
He said there bas been a 50 percent turnover rate among 
� employees over the last two years. 

The union is also seeking ·an increase ID sick benefits 
and vacation time, improved holidays and better overtime 
pay. 

The union declined tbe township's offer of a 4 percent 
overall salary Increase. WIien a date is set, the Public 
Employes Refatiolls Commission will mediate the negotia• 
lions. 

Attorney calls girl's scalding an accident 
• : . A North Plainfield man ICCUled of pouring scalding
• water on his I-year-old daughter's chest dicl not lntentloaally
try to hurt the girl, bis attorney said yesterday at the start
of bis trial in Somerville.

Micbael Demarest, 31, is charged witll aggravated as­
sault and endan&mnl the welfare of a child in rmnectioa
witb the "i.ncideat, wlilch occurred Sept. 38 in tbe family's
Pearl Street bome, police said.

''This was an acdden�lla 
and simple," said De­

• maresl'I attorDe)', Antbony of the Public Defend­
. er's Office. ''Qild abase is a terrible thing ... bat let's make

. sure that every l�tUe accident that happens around the

home doesn't turn into a case of cbDd abuse." 
Somerset County Assistant Prolecutor A. Peter DeMar­

co countered that Demarest purposely scalded his daugh­
ter becaae be wanted to "teach her a lesson" about "hors­
ing around" in the kitchen. 

DeMarco stressed that in a tape-recorded statement 
Demmst gave to iJlvestiptors, be acfmitted tbat be beld the
bot water in front of his daughter and "Wted it a biL" • 

According to tbe polfce report, Demarest's �year-old 
daughter also suffered --splash barns" OD bersboalder . 

The trial is being beard before Superior Court Judge 
Paul T. Murphy. 
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Tear out to ... TIMBER VALLEY 

Celebrate the third phase of limber Valley with us. Take advantage of our 
incredible offer that saves you so much money, suddenly the home you 
love is affordable! 
Come to limber Valley in Bergen· CounfY. now and look over our sunny, 
s�cious condominium homes with fireplaces, decks, modem kitchens, 
2-3 baths, carpeting, even some with lofts I Pick the home you -want, come 
back April 8th and save BIG money on your mortgage payments plus 
$5,000 cash bonus�• 

.Valid only on April 8, 1989 
to the first 30 qualified buyers 

of one-bedroom loft, two-bedroom 
and two-bedroom loft homes only. 

Sales office opens 10 am. 
Get here early and cut yourself in on a great opportunity. 

Lenders will be on hand to help. 
Spe_cial Savings Extra: Bey a home for yourself PWS one for investment and 
get the 4 percentage point subsidy on your mortgage payments for 12 months* 
PWS $5,000 cash*"' sovin�s on EACH home. And we'll pay your Home �ers 
Association dues on your investment unit for 12 months-an added $2,000 in
savings! Offering by prospectus only to New Jersey residents. 
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� (201) 934-8805

1W 
FROM CENTRAL.JERSEY-Take RI. BOE to Exit62 
�

s.ai.
Slale��e:.���:.��

011 

� Ramsey light to Suffern Exit (Quest Health Oub 
and J� Reidscin riahtl to Fronldi1!_"[llf!IPl1ce. Make 
1st ,iaht4iilltoc, Rooa. FROM NY /ROCKI.AND 
COUNTY-Rt. 507S �n TurnpilceL continue 1.8
miles pcist New York . Molce left 1um onto 

We build your dreams. Hilltop Rd. and follow signs to Timber �lley.

-.1-��p - ,_j �=-a,..:.;....:!,"�..:.:.T.:Jit! .!:
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Priced from $192,900 
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